
17 June 2026 

Welcome Supreme Council  
This week the Club is delighted to again welcome delegates and their guests attending the 41st annual 
gathering of the Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for Australia. 

The gathering brings more than 130 visitors to the Club and Hotel, with guests staying throughout the week 
and participating in a range of events including meetings, casual dinners, a ladies' high tea, welcome 
receptions and a gala event. The long-standing relationship between the Club and the Supreme Council is 
one of the many traditions that continues to bring members together from across Australia and beyond, and 
we are pleased and excited to once again host this important annual event. 

Gold Award for Operational Excellence 
 We are proud to announce that the Castlereagh Boutique Hotel has been 
recognised with a Choice Hotels Gold Award for Operational Excellence. The award 
was presented following nomination and voting by the Choice Hotels executive 
team and recognises outstanding operational performance, service standards and 
guest experience.  

In congratulating the team, Trent Fraser, CEO of Choice Hotels Asia-Pacific, 
described the achievement as "an incredible accomplishment" and acknowledged 
the strong partnership between Choice Hotels and the Castlereagh Boutique Hotel. 

This recognition reflects the dedication of our staff and their commitment to 
delivering exceptional service to members and guests alike. 

Pictured left is our Front Office Manager Armindo. 

 

Member spotlight – Gwyneth Bennett  
One of the great joys of Club life is the people we meet along the way, and few 
members embody that spirit better than Gwyneth Bennett. 

At 92 years young, and super fit, Gwyneth is a familiar face around the Club. 
Whether catching up with friends, attending Club events or simply enjoying time 
in the city, Gwyneth reminds us that age is no barrier to living life well. 

Crime Fiction Comes to Cellos 
Guests attending a recent IRSEA function in Cellos were treated to a presentation 
by internationally acclaimed Australian crime fiction author Candice Fox. Known 
for her gripping crime and thriller novels, Candice's books have been published 
around the world and have earned numerous literary awards. She shared insights 
into her writing, storytelling and career with attendees during the event. 

It was a pleasure to welcome such a distinguished guest to the Club and another 
reminder of the fascinating speakers and events that regularly take place within 
our historic building.  



Men's Health Talk 
10.00am | Thursday 27 August  

Members and guests are invited for a special Men's Health Talk presented by 
the Club's Patron, Dr Greg Levenston OAM. This informative session will be 
held in the Castlereagh Meeting Room on Level 2, and includes a talk followed 
by a Q&A session and morning tea. 

Cost: $10 per person (to cover morning tea) 

Bookings are essential. Please contact Rita on 9284 1006.  

RSVP by Monday 24 August. 

World Cup viewing in the Reagh Bar 
The FIFA World Cup is well underway, and members have already 
been gathering in the Reagh Bar to cheer on the Socceroos and 
enjoy the atmosphere of football's biggest tournament. 

With key matches being screened throughout the competition and 
game-day favourites on offer, there's never been a better time to 
join fellow members and enjoy the action. 

Adding to the excitement, it’s not too late to join 
Rita's World Cup Tipping Competition. The winner 
will take home a Socceroos jersey, along with their choice of beer or wine.  

To join simply scan the QR code or register here: www.tinyurl.com/tipoff-comp 

We'll be screening at the following times (AEST): 

USA vs Australia 
Saturday 20 June | 5.00am 

Paraguay vs Australia 
Friday 26 June | 12.00pm 

Semi-Finals – July (TBC) 
Final – Sunday 19 July | 5.00am 

 
Vive la France! Bastille Day Lunch   
12.00pm | Tuesday 14 July  

Join us as The Alcoves transforms into a little corner of France for a special 
Bastille Day Lunch celebrating French food, wine and culture.  

Guests will enjoy a three-course French-inspired menu featuring classics such 
as French Onion Soup, Beef Bourguignon, Coq au Vin, Crêpes Suzette and 
Tarte Tatin, with selected French wines available to complement the occasion. 

Adding to the atmosphere will be French-themed decorations, music, trivia, 
lucky draw prizes and a Tin Can Bowls competition to complete the 
experience. 

Whether you're a devoted Francophile or simply enjoy delicious French food 
and wine, this promises to be a fun and convivial celebration. 

Price: $69 per person + booking fee 

Early bird bookings can be made by phoning Rita or Raphaelle on 9284 1006 
or 9284 1007. Online sales will be available shortly. 

 

  

 



Last Chance – Wines of the World Evening 
Thursday 25 June | 6.30pm 

There are still a few seats remaining for our inaugural Wines of the World 
Evening next week in Cellos. 

Led by the inimitable James Herriott, one of Australia's most respected wine 
industry figures, this special evening will explore premium wines from France, 
Italy, Germany and Portugal, expertly paired by Chef with a five-course menu. 

Setting off in Champagne, through Burgundy and Piedmont to the Rheingau 
and ending in Porto, guests will enjoy the opportunity to discover some of 
Europe's most celebrated wines, including a selection of cellar-worthy classics 
rarely experienced side by side. 

Order your favourite wines delivered direct to your door.  

Price: $110 per person + booking fee 
Dress: Lounge Suit / Cocktail Attire / After  5

Other Upcoming Events 
Cluedunnit Murder Mystery Dinner 
Christmas in July 
When: 6.30pm, Saturday 18th July 
Price: $166 per person + booking fee 
Includes a 3-course meal and interactive mystery 
 

The Cavalcade of History and 
Fashion, The Fabulous Fifties 
1950s Cocktail Dresses 
When: 5.30pm – 8.00pm, Tuesday 4 August 
Price: $89 per person + booking fee 
Fashion show starts at 5.45pm followed by 
1950s styled cocktails and ‘hors d’oeuvres’ 

Confetti & Chaos 
Comedy Dinner Show 
When: 6.30pm, Saturday 22 August 
Price: $119.50 per person (incl. booking fee) 
Includes a 3-course meal + 2-hour show, Cellos 
The worst but most hilarious wedding reception 
you’ll ever go to… 
 

Faulty Towers  
The Dining Experience 
When: 6.30pm, Saturday 12th September 
Price: $149.89 per person (incl. booking fee) 
Includes a 3-course meal + 2-hour show 
Book early: July show has already sold out!

Book events at www.thecastlereagh.com.au or call 9284 1006 or 9284 1007 for booking details. 

Reciprocal Club Event - Harvard Din & Tonics 
Members may be interested in this special event hosted by our 
reciprocal club, The Royal Exchange of Sydney. 

On Friday 7 August, Harvard University's acclaimed A Cappella 
group The Din & Tonics will perform an exclusive concert as 
part of their international tour. Known for their tight harmonies, 
humour and energetic performances, the group presents a mix 
of jazz standards and contemporary favourites. 

Guests will enjoy canapés and a complimentary drink on arrival. 

Friday 7 August | 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
The Royal Exchange of Sydney 
Tickets: $30 per person 

Scan the QR code to book or visit: www.tinyurl.com/din-and-tonics 
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