
12 November 2025 

Celebrating 63 Years of The Australian Ballet! 
On 2nd November 1962, Swan Lake took the stage for The Australian 
Ballet’s very first performance at Her Majesty’s Theatre, Sydney. 

We were delighted to welcome the Australian Ballet Alumni Group, 
including NSW Masonic Club members Ross and Cheryl Barnett, Rebbell 
Barnes, Graeme Hudson, and Janice Megna, to The Alcoves dining room 
to celebrate this wonderful milestone. Feathers and jewels added a 
touch of Swan Lake sparkle to the occasion, along with a couple of the 
original dancers from that very first performance.  

Thank you to Graeme Hudson and the alumni for a delightful afternoon. 
We look forward to seeing you all again soon! 

Sydney Open 2025 – Sunday 2 November 
Thank you to Sydney Open volunteer Zi Yi Gao for capturing and sharing 
these beautiful moments from Sunday 2nd November. We were 
delighted to open our doors once again for Sydney Open 2025 – Living 
Museums, showcase and share both the history and current life of our 
heritage building with almost 1000 visitors! 

Our General Manager, Helen Jacobe, along with our fabulous team Elie 
Chedid, Armindo Lopes, Rita Surio, Raphaelle Recchia, Club Directors 
Gunnar Habitz and Bill Redpath, and the Sydney Open volunteers, who 
were on their feet all day, answering hundreds of questions, they 
represented us wonderfully on the day.  

Thank you all!  

Handel’s Messiah at Sydney Town Hall 
A Sydney Christmas tradition since 1941, Handel’s Messiah returns to Sydney Town Hall on 13 & 14 
December with its iconic choruses and sparkling arias, including the beloved Hallelujah Chorus. 

Over 400 volunteer choristers will be joined by soloists Molly 
Ryan, Shikara Ringdahl, Wesley Yu, and Jeremy Boulton, 
conducted by Timothy Chung and accompanied by Mark 
Quarmby on the Town Hall’s magnificent pipe organ. 

Presented by Radio Community Chest, ticket profits 
support local charities, music education, and emerging 
artists - keeping Handel’s spirit alive! 

The show runs from 3pm to 5:45pm and tickets are $40-
$60 per person. Visit www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1361174 to book. 
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Farewell to a Valued Board Member 
Wednesday, 5th November marked the final Board meeting of the 
current term (photo). Voting is currently underway for the election of 
the new Board for 2025–2027, which will be announced at the AGM 
on Monday, 24th November 2025. 

We would like to acknowledge Stephen Bates, who did not seek  
re-nomination after an extraordinary 30 years of service to the club. 
Stephen has been a dedicated member since 24th February 1993. 
He first joined the Board in January 1996 to fill a casual vacancy and 
was formally elected as a Director on 25th November 1996. During 
his tenure, Stephen served in a number of key roles, including 
Treasurer and Club President from 2015 to 2021, providing 
leadership, guidance, and tireless commitment to the Club. 

In the late 1990s our grand dining room didn’t have a name and 
after many suggestions the board chose “Cellos”, a name suggested 
by Stephen’s wife, Elizabeth, and now synonymous with the Club’s 
history. 

During his six years as President, the Club saw many milestones: the demolition of the building to our 
south, the creation of four prototype hotel rooms and a heritage makeover room to assist the Board 
creating a Council DA to modernise all rooms over time, and the implementation of our Members’ Reward 
Program. 

His leadership also guided the Club through the challenging COVID-19 lockdown period, celebrations for 
Thelma Hedger’s 100th birthday and the building’s 90th anniversary, and important governance reforms - 
including a constitutional change giving the Board power to elect the President and reducing the Board 
size from nine to seven directors. 

Stephen’s dedication, professionalism, and measured approach have left a lasting mark on the Club’s 
governance and progress. We thank him most sincerely for his outstanding service and the steady hand 
he has provided over more than three decades. 
 

Winemaker Lunch with Tamburlaine Organic Wines 
Join us in Cellos Grand Dining Room on Friday 21 November for a spectacular 
Winemaker Lunch featuring Tamburlaine Wines, one of Australia’s most 
awarded organic producers. 

We’re delighted to welcome Mark Davidson, Managing Director of 
Tamburlaine, who will guide us through six exceptional wines from the Hunter 
Valley and Orange regions - each beautifully matched to a seasonal, multi-
course menu crafted by our head chef. You’ll also enjoy exclusive access to 
special pricing on the day, with wines conveniently delivered to your door!  

Tickets are $85 per person + booking fee, inclusive of members’ discount. Visit our website to book or call 
the Club office on 9284 1006 or 9284 1007.  

Other Upcoming Dining Events 
Cluedunnit Murder Mystery Dinner  
When: Saturday 29 November 2025 
Price: $165 + booking fee 
Perfect for staff Christmas parties! 

Christmas Day Lunch 
When: Thursday 25 December 2025 
Price: $199 per person + booking fee 
$10 discount for Members, children welcome. 
Live entertainment and visit by Santa 

 

Book through the hotel website at www.thecastlereagh.com.au or call 9284 1006 or 9284 1007 for 
booking details. 


