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Centenary of the Foundation Stone Day 
At 10.30am on Friday 20 February 2026, the NSW Masonic Club 
will experience a remarkable milestone, commemorating 100 years 
since the Club’s foundation stones were laid on 20 February 1926. 

Set into the Castlereagh Street entrance and still visible to members 
and guests today, the original stones record a defining moment in 
the Club’s growth in the heart of Sydney. One stone was laid by 
Most Worshipful Brother John Goulston, Grand Master of the United 
Grand Lodge of New South Wales, and the other by the Club’s 
President at the time, Worshipful Brother Francis Hurry Scott. 

Contemporary accounts describe a large and impressive gathering 
of Freemasons for a formal stone-laying ceremony conducted with 
full dignity and tradition, featuring symbolic rites representing plenty, 
joy and peace, values that continue to reflect the spirit of the Club a 
century later. 

The foundation stones marked the beginning of an extraordinary chapter. The 
building that rose above Castlereagh Street - our Club’s home to this day - 
became one of Sydney’s distinctive inter-war landmarks. Designed by architect 
Claude W. Chambers and constructed by builder John Heatley, it stands today as 
a rare example of a major Sydney building still owned and operated by its 
original Club.  

Members are warmly invited to join us in celebrating this special occasion with a 
small ceremony together with some historical background of the foundation day 
followed by morning tea in the Reagh Bar on the Ground Floor. 

Please RSVP Rita in Administration by Friday 13 February. 
Email admin@nswmasonicclub.com.au or phone 02 9284 1006. 

Vale Club Members 
It is with great sadness that we acknowledge the passing of two valued 
members of the Club who will be fondly remembered. We extend our sincere 
sympathies to their families and friends. 

Terry McCallum - Editor and Chairman of the Freemasons magazine 
John Couper - Whisky master at many of our previous Scottish Day functions 

New Members’ Reception 
Tuesday 3 March from 5.30pm – 7.30pm (By invitation only) 

Our regular New Members’ Reception is a relaxed opportunity to meet fellow 
members, club directors and our General Manager at an informal cocktail 
reception. Invitations will be sent shortly, and members who have not previously 
attended - or who missed a past reception - are warmly encouraged to join us. Please call RSVP Rita on 
9284 1006. 
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Other Upcoming Events 
Cluedunnit Murder Mystery Dinner  
When: Saturday 21 March 
Price: $166 per person + booking fee 
Enquiries: 0450 511 945 
Already two thirds sold!  
 

The Gentleman Magician’s Magical Soirée 
When: Every Friday night 
Price: $54.95 + booking fee 

Faulty Towers The Dining Experience 
2026 Season in now on sale 
When: 7 shows, between May and December 
Price: $138.74 per person (incl. booking fee) 
Book early: These shows are a sell out every 
season so book early to secure your dates. 
 
Book events through the hotel website at 
www.thecastlereagh.com.au or call 9284 1006 
or 9284 1007 for booking details. 
 

 

Chinese New Year in the City 
Sydney will come alive for Chinese New Year from 17 February to 
3 March, with lantern displays, parades and cultural celebrations 
lighting up the CBD. Many events take place within easy walking 
distance of the Club, particularly around Haymarket and 
Chinatown. It’s a wonderful time to enjoy the festive atmosphere 
and drop by the Club for a meal or drink in between celebrations.  
 

New Reciprocal Club – The Wellington Club, 
New Zealand 
This month we welcome another reciprocal club, The Wellington 
Club, which is our first in New Zealand. 

Founded in 1841, The Wellington Club is New Zealand’s oldest 
private club and occupies a seven-storey building on The Terrace in 
Wellington CBD. While tradition remains an important part of daily 
club life, the premises combine formal heritage spaces with modern 
contemporary facilities. 

The Club offers restaurant and dining rooms, accommodation, car 
parking, a reading room, business centre, health and fitness centre, 
billiard and snooker rooms and a squash court. It hosts an active 
social calendar including lecture evenings, dinners, cocktail 
receptions and wine and whisky events. The Club is available to 
visiting reciprocal members and their guests. 

Please contact The Wellington Club if you would like information on 
their facilities and mention that you are a member of NSW Masonic 
Club.  

Prior to visiting any Reciprocal Club, contact Rita to obtain a letter of 
introduction on 02 9284 1006 or 
email admin@nswmasonicclub.com.au. 

The Wellington Club, New Zealand 
Address: Level 4, 88 The Terrace, Wellington 6011, New Zealand 
Phone: +64 4472 0348 
Website: www.wellingtonclub.co.nz 
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